THE HOUSE PHYSICIAN'S HANDBOOK by unknown
CURRENT MEDICAL RESEARCH. A Reprint of the Articles in the Report of the
Medical Research Council for the year 1960-61. (Pp. 57; illustrated. 5s.) London:
H.M.S.O., 1962.
IN an age of paper-backs and popular science this is an authentic presentation of advancing
medical science. It is not all easy reading, but all the articles should be understandable
by those working in other fields of medicine. It will help the specialist worker to understand
progress in other fields as well as interesting the general reader, and for the former useful
references for further reading are provided. J. E. M.
LE{CTURE NOTES ON PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE. By T. Ferguson Rodger,
I. M. Ingram, G. C. Timbury, and R. M. Mowbray. (Pp. vii + 105. 7s. 6d.) Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1962.
THESE notes were drawn up for the use of students attending undergraduate courses in
psychological medicine at the University of Glasgow. For students of other medical schools
to derive the maximum benefit from reading the notes, they would need to be used as
a blue-print for a series of lectures. Alternatively they might be regarded as useful for rapid
revision before the Final M.B., taking into account local differences of approach and emphasis.
Psychosomatic medicine and the Mental Health Act, 1959, both might have been dealt
with more fully. There is no mention of the Mental Health Act (Northern Ireland) 1961.
J. G. G.
SURGEON AT THE BEDSIDE. By Stephen Power, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S. (Pp. vii + 162.
17s. 6d j London: William Heinemann Medical Books, 1962.
THIS rather delightful little book is written by a practical surgeon to help the senior student,
the house-surgeon and the practitioner with their everyday surgical problems. The author
states that it will not "get anyone through an examination save by a lucky chance," but
I wonder if he underestimates his own worth, for every candidate should find this book
of considerable help in the clinical part of his final examination. It is almost short enough
to be read over the breakfast table on the fateful day.
The author's approach is that of a practical surgeon of the old school, retaining a healthy
scepticism about the value of special investigations, particularly when these are at variance
with the clinical findings. It is important that the young doctor should appreciate that a
negative X-ray report, for instance, does not by any means exclude organic disease. There
are good chapters on history taking, physical examination and the interpretation of clinical
findings. Other chapters follow on special investigations, errors and pitfalls in diagnosis and
difficult problems.
The style is clear and easy to read, hut the illustrations, which are allegedly humorous
sketches, are somewhat disappointing. This little book should fully repay the 17/6 which
any student or house-surgeon is wise enouglh to spend upon it. T. K.
THE HOUSE PHYSICIAN'S HANDBOOK. By C. Allan Birch, M.D., F.R.C.P. Second
Edition. (Pp. xi + 204. 17s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1962.
THIS little book, compiled to provide information for the house physician, covers a wide
field ranging from medical etiquette and medico-legal information to common clinical
procedures, investigations and treatment with special accent on emergencies in medicine.
The book is very personal. and the house physician who is guided by it will approach his
tasks with confidence. There is information also for the paediatric houseman and for the
house physician in the gynaecological wards.
In a volume of this sort it is difficult to get a correct balance on the amount of information
to be given on a particular topic ancd one would have welcomed more guidance on the
practical application of oxygen therapy and its risks. However, this is an admirable book
and one that can be thoroughly recommended for all residents in all wards. W. B.
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